Cards and Letters

Having your kids make cards or write letters to missionaries is an excellent way to teach kids about the importance of missions and the very real sacrifices that missionaries make. Sending cards or letters is a great way for kids to connect with missionaries who might otherwise just be names to them.

Prayer Cards 
Print out prayer cards for your kids as a way to make missions real to your children, and remind them to pray for specific needs.

Collectable Cards

Have your child create a playing-card-style card representing a missionary or missionary family. On one side of the card tape or glue a photo of the missionary. On the other side include key information, such as where that missionary family is serving, their names, and ongoing prayer requests. Laminate the cards to make them sturdier.

Each week, have your child create a new card featuring a different missionary family on your church's mission team. Focus on that family throughout the week, praying for them, sending them a card or letter, and reading about the country where that missionary is working. 

Continue to do this each week until the process has been completed for each missionary that your church supports. Use the collectible cards as an ongoing reminder to continue to remember the missionaries in prayer. 

Giving Jar

Help your children save money to give to the missionary of their choice by creating a giving jar. Use a plastic jar so it is more durable. With a permanent marker to write "Missions" on the front of the jar. If you have a picture of the missionary you are planning on supporting you could glue their picture to the jar or paste a picture of the country where they are serving. Encourage your children to put extra money, loose change, and part of their allowances into the jar to give to missions.

Lights Out

Pretend that you are living in a developing country for several hours. Don’t rely on electricity, appliances, or conveniences. Wash some clothes by hand, take public transportation or walk, or cook over a fire. Help your children to understand what everyday life is like for people who do not have the same modern conveniences that they so often take for granted. 


Share Missionary Updates

Read missionary letters and updates out loud to your children, or have the children take turns reading the letters. Afterwards, ask your children what they have learned from the update. Ask them questions about what is currently going on in the missionaries lives (to help them think through the information more thoroughly). Ask them what sorts of things the missionaries are happy about or what kinds of struggles they are experiencing. Finish by asking the children how they can be praying for the missionaries. Then spend a few minutes praying for the requests they mention.

Host Missionaries 

When missionaries return on furlough, make it a goal to host them in your home for a meal, or longer. This will give your children a great opportunity to interact with missionaries and a chance to gain new insights about what a missionary is. Be sure to include your children in some of the conversations so that they can learn new things about mission life.

As you prepare to host the missionaries, you might consider taking a few minutes to help your children come up with a list of questions they could ask the missionaries about things they would like to know about mission life. Then when your company arrives, your children can either show them the list of questions and work through it with them, or they can use their list of questions as a reference for conversation starters.

Special Occasions

It can be hard for missionaries to be away from family and friends during the holidays. Remembering them on special occasions (ex. Christmas, Birthdays, Easter, etc) can be a real encouragement to them. Sending them emails, cards, or care packages, can be a great way to encourage them during the holiday seasons. 

World Map

Hang a world map in your home. Tape pictures of the missionaries to the map with a ribbon attached to point out where on the map that particular family is serving. 

Puppet Shows

Start by designing and creating a group of puppets. Make one set look like missionaries, while the other group should look like villagers from another nation. Write a brief play about missionaries, or act events that you have read in missionary updates. Hold a puppet show for the children, then discuss the lessons learned from the play. Let the children write and perform their own plays about missionaries. Give them a few days to prepare. Preparing the play gives them a chance to process the information they have learned.

Pen Pals

Ask a missionary family if your children could be pen pals with their children.

Packing

Explain to your children that missionaries often travel to far away places to tell other people about God. Sometimes, missionaries cannot carry a lot of personal belongings with them, since their travel space is limited.

Cut file folders so that they resemble suitcases, and give one to each child. Ask them to decide what they might take with them if they were going on a mission trip. Give the children magazines and have them search for pictures of items that they might take on a mission trip. Allow the children to glue their items on the inside of their file folder suitcase. When all the space in their suitcase is full, let them know that they won't be able to put anything else in the suitcase.

Passports

Missionaries need passports to travel to particular countries. As your children learn about different missionaries and the countries they are serving in, it can be fun to have a passport to "stamp" when they've completed an assignment. 

You can use card stock paper to make a passport. Take a photo of each child to place inside the passport. Draw several squares on the inside, in which to write or stamp the names of the countries the children have learned about. 


Mancala
Mancala is an African game that uses smooth stones as playing pieces in a wooden try. This game is available in most toy stores, or you can make your own by . . . . .give link
Other Resources
Check out The Multicultural Game Book (by Louise Orlando, Scholastic) for 70 traditional games from 30 countries.

Multicultural Activities (by Mary Beth Spann, Scholastic) is full of stories and activities from 25 different cultures.

